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Fabulous fundraisers!

Last week we told you about Horbury Primary and Middlestown Primary’s Reindeer Run
on behalf of Wakefield Hospice….well, we can now confirm that they managed to raise a
combined total of over £800! Thank you all for your generous donations and a big well
done to our primaries!

HPA bubble discos
Over at Horbury Primary this week,
pupils managed a Christmas bubble
boogie and just look how much fun
they had!!...

Stay safe online

Is your child likely to spend a
bit more time on tech over
the break? If you haven't
caught it yet, The Legends
Family Adventure from
Google and Parent Zone will
give your family the tools you
need to explore the online
world in safer, savvier ways.
It's the perfect winter watch –
and there's a challenge at the
end where you can win prizes
for the school! Find out more
here.

Film stars!

Christmas has landed!

This week our primary pupils
have been busy performing a
nativity with a difference – the
difference being the lack
audience and the Covidfriendly nature of the
performances!!

Horbury Primary’s Christmas Jumper Day is
set to take place next Thursday.

Parents and carers will be given
a link to their child’s nativity
next week so stay tuned!

Middlestown’s disco will take place
next Wednesday.
Pupils were looking particularly festive at
Middlestown Primary today in aid of Save
the Children….. but don’t take our word for
it….

A Winter’s Day
We just had to share this
beautifully written poem
with you. It paints a perfect
picture of a winter walk.
‘A Winter’s Day’ was written
by Horbury Primary Year 6
pupil, Esme.
Very well done Esme!

You've Got
a Friend

Now here’s a little treat from
Middlestown’s Year 5 pupils.

The class have been working
very hard with Mrs
Thompson to perfect this
Makaton version of You've
Got a Friend.
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Festive Accessory Day

Today, our secondaries held a charity fundraising day on behalf of Save the
Children, where both pupils and staff could wear a Christmas accessory of
their choice, in return for a small donation…… It’s beginning to look a lot
like Christmas!!

Positive Recognition Week
As has become the tradition, the last week of each half-term is a focus for recognising
our pupils.
Pupils with the highest number of Gold Stars awarded this term have been invited to a
Positive Recognition event on the run up to the Christmas Break and for Year 7,
celebrations started today.
Well done to you all!

Stay safe online

Is your child likely to spend a
bit more time on tech over the
break? If you haven't caught it
yet, The Legends Family
Adventure from Google and
Parent Zone will give your
family the tools you need to
explore the online world in
safer, savvier ways. It's the
perfect winter watch – and
there's a challenge at the end
where you can win prizes for
the school! Find out more here.

Crafty Christmas
If you fancy getting crafty this
Christmas, check out Mrs
Harrison-Ruddock’s paper
manipulation video here!

History in the making

A roof replacement project at Ossett Academy has led to an interesting development
which saw a moment in academy history today!
Under this project, the academy’s 1920s block benefiting from a new pitched and slated
roof system, the centrepiece (and the focus of our story) being, of course, the bell tower.
This tale begins earlier this year when, Condition Improvement Funded monies were
secured to complete the works at the academy site, where roofing contractors discovered
the markings of those last to grace the tower, dating back to 1961… other than the
resident kestrels who call the tower home!
We know this as it’s tradition for skilled tradesmen, especially on heritage sites and old
buildings, to leave their mark in plaster, lead, woodwork and mortar. On the front, and
side elevations and at the back of the bell tower, etched into the lead are the date stamps
and names of those last to carry out renovation works to the area. It is suspected that the
purpose of the last ascent in 1961 was to re-paint and perhaps carry out remedial-type
lead works to the tower.
In keeping with history, and as the works now conclude, Ossett Academy has decided to
inscribe their own mark on the bell tower as, who knows, it may be another 60 years
before anyone ventures up there again!
Today, Ossett’s Principal, Mrs Broome, was able to make her mark on behalf of the
academy, to be discovered in years to come.

Over this coming month, and as the bell tower is completed, it should really stand out in
contrast with the brand-new slates and ridge tiles on the building below and change the
Ossett skyline, where the visual outlook will have much more of an impact as we head
through the winter months.

Looking After
Yourself

Online resources for parents and carers

Childnet International has put together a great resource sheet for parents and carers, full of useful websites and
information to help you keep your child safe online. It features places to go for advice, including the below…
Free support and advice for
adults concerned about the
safety or well-being of a child.
0808 800 5000
https://www.nspcc.org.uk
Free online safety support and
tech advice.
0808 800 5002
nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety

Free, professional, non-judgmental
support and advice.
0808 800 2222
https://www.familylives.org.uk

Free, confidential, expert advice
on how to support young people’s
mental health & wellbeing.
0808 802 5544
https://youngminds.org.uk

And for children…
Providing help and support
for under 18s.
0800 11 11
childline.org.uk

Providing help and support
for 13–25 year olds.
0808 808 4994
https://www.themix.org.uk

More specific advice…
Childnet International
Practical advice on key topics such as screen
time, cyberbullying and gaming.
childnet.com/parents-hot-topics
Digital Parenting
Free online magazine, resources and articles
on online issues.
vodafone.co.uk/digitalparenting

Ask About Games
Advice and online guides about gaming and
PEGI age ratings.
askaboutgames.com
Phone Brain
Information about paid for services such as
premium rate numbers and in-app
purchases.
phonebrain.org.uk
Get It Right From A Genuine Site
Find out which sites are legal for streaming
and downloading films, music & games.
getitrightfromagenuinesite.org

A few reminders
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Secondary pupils must wear a face covering during any indoor transition between classrooms and
corridors and during any indoor social times, unless they are exempt.
Pupils must only attend school if they and members of their household do not have COVID-19
related symptoms.
Wear full school uniform – PE kit is permitted to be worn in place of uniform on days where pupils
have PE.
Arrive to school and leave to go home at the designated time.
Use a sanitiser to disinfect hands on entering and leaving school and each lesson within the day.
Wash hands with soap regularly during the day.
Avoid physical contact at all times. No hugs, shaking hands etc.
In the classroom, sit in the same place as directed by the teacher at all times. Do not move the table
or chair.
Maintain a safe distance from others, as much as possible, between lessons, using the floor
markings where appropriate, especially when moving around the academy.
Do not share belongings (stationery, food etc) with others.

National updates
Keep informed about the Government’s response to Coronavirus.

gov.uk/coronavirus
Check out the latest health information and advice.

nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19

Face masks
Face masks are now compulsory at Horbury Academy, Ossett Academy and Accord Sixth Form College during
any indoor transition between classrooms and corridors, and during any indoor social times unless you’re exempt.
Pupils should have access to a face mask and be prepared to wear this at short notice.
Face mask hygiene and safe wearing protocols must be followed.
A face mask must be worn when you are on public transport and when you are in shops.

When wearing a face covering
Your face covering should:
Cover your nose and mouth allowing you to
breathe comfortably
Fit securely against your face
Be made of a material you find comfortable to
wear
Ideally include at least two layers of fabric
If not disposable, be washed with other laundry
items regularly and the highest temperature
possible.

Recognising symptoms
This handy guide compares the symptoms
of coronavirus against symptoms of a cold
and flu.
If your child develops symptoms of COVID19, they must not attend the academy.
Anyone with symptoms will be eligible for
testing and this can be arranged here or by
calling 119.
Household members must also isolate in
line with guidance when any member of
the household has symptoms.

Further information around isolating is
available here.
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