
E
d

it
io

n
 2

2
| 
1
 A

p
ri

l 
2
0
2
2



Introducing WF Happy Healthy Holidays

Wakefield Council is working with over forty voluntary and community organisations, local schools and childcare providers to 

provide an Easter holiday filled with free activities and food for children and families eligible for income based free school meals 

throughout the district.

There are free places available for any children and young people (from Reception to 16 years) who are eligible for income based 

free school meals. This opportunity is provided as part of the government’s expanded Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) 

programme.

What activities are available?
There are lots of activities on offer including dance and theatre workshops, football, arts and crafts, day trips, animation workshops, 

sports activities, cooking, food and nutrition activities and much more.

How can I book a place?
If your child is eligible for income based free school meals, please visit Wakefield Council's website where you will find a link to the 

booking site.

If you don't have access to the internet, a valid email address or a smartphone, please contact your academy who can provide 

information on the activities running in your area and will be able to provide contact information so you can contact the provider 

directly to make the booking(s) on your behalf.

https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-children/happy-healthy-holidays




Cooking up a storm!

Horbury Primary pupils have done a fabulous job 

on their World War I homework this week! Here are 

a couple of examples! Well done!...

We believe the key to our pupils’ success is 

their ability to read and phonics plays an 

important part in that.

On Wednesday 6th April, Horbury Primary 

will be hosting a phonics meeting in the 

school hall at 6pm when they will share 

information about the new phonics 

programme, Essential Letters and Sounds.

This event is primarily targeted at parents 

and carers of pupils in Nursery, Reception 

and Year 1. If you're able to attend, please 

email admin@horburyprimary.accordmat.org

Awesome athletes!

Sticktacular! 

Importance of phonics

Horbury Primary pupils have been enjoying their 

cooking sessions this half term. In Years 6, 5 and 4, 

pupils made soup. In Year 3, they made a red pepper 

salsa and in Year 2, they created a delicious Greek 

salad.

In Year 4, pupils have been very busy using 

Horbury's wildlife garden area to create images of 

‘People in Action’ as part of their art topic. They've 

used sticks of different size and thickness to create 

some super images!

Well done to Horbury Primary's Year 5 and 6 

boys who came 3rd in this week's athletics 

competition! Combined with the results from last 

week, the academy achieved 2nd place overall -

well done!

Achieving Success

mailto:admin@horburyprimary.accordmat.org


This week, Horbury Primary Reception pupils were excited to learn about the life cycle 

of a frog. They monitored at frogspawn, read non-fiction books, and chose to record 

what they had found out in their own ways, including making a large imaginary pond!



Middlestown’s Foundation pupils have loved

hearing about 'The Ugly Duckling' and this week 

they managed to visit the local pond to see some 

ducks!

Online safety

When setting up any new tech, 

there’s a lot to remember to make 

sure it's set up safely. With this in 

mind, ParentZone has put together 

some advice around the important 

things to consider, here.

One quacking trip!

Taking centre stage…

It was another brilliant afternoon at the Sports 

Hall Athletics for Years 5 and 6 this week. This 

time, Middlestown boys took part and came 

2nd! Their results were combined with the girls' 

scores from last week and the academy came 
3rd overall!

Middlestown’s Mrs 

Ashurst has created a 

super and informative 

‘pop up’ book display in 

honour of World Autism 

Acceptance Week.

Find out more about this 
important week here.

Year 3 pupils put on a fantastic class assembly 

this week, packed full of  drama, singing, art work 

and even a bit of modelling! Well done for what 

was a superb showcase of all your hard work.

Year 5 also took to the stage in what was their

first live performance of Samba to pupils and 

parents/carers after working extremely hard in 

their sessions with Miss Spalding from Wakefield 

Music Service. Well done!

Sporty superstars!

World Autism

Acceptance Week

https://parentzone.org.uk/article/digital-family-basics
https://www.autism.org.uk/get-involved/raise-money/world-autism-acceptance-week-2022


This week, Middlestown pupils have 

enjoyed learning some first aid.





Online Safety
When setting up any new 
tech, there’s a lot to remember to 
make sure it's set up safely. With 
this in mind, ParentZone has put 
together some advice around the 
important things to consider, here.

STEAM’s Grand Bug 
Hotel
Horbury’s STEAM Scouts have been 

busy making a magnificent bug hotel 

but don’t just take our word for it!....

Career of the Week
Our Careers Leader, Mr Green, is promoting 

a career of the week to Ossett and Horbury 

pupils via SharePoint – this week it’s 

a Furniture Designer!…

To find out what this and many other jobs 

entail, visit the National Careers Service 

website.

Ossett’s Year 9 boys' football team have topped off their 

impressive season, winning their fourth piece of 

silverware this year! Ossett, representing the winners of 

the Wakefield league, were playing against Minsthorpe, 

the winners of the Pontefract league. Ossett were 

fantastic on the day and came out on top, winning 5-2!

Ossett’s Year 8 boys' football team then played in the 

League Cup Final on Tuesday night. After finishing top of 

the Wakefield Schools Division 1 league, they played St 

Wilfrid’s who had finished top of the Pontefract Schools 

Division 1 league and won 2-1!

Sporting Success 

And a huge congratulations to 

Horbury’s Year 7 Netball Team who 

finished in 2nd place in the Wakefield 

Schools Netball Tournament! 

https://parentzone.org.uk/article/digital-family-basics
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-careers


A group of Horbury Academy pupils, together with other pupils from across the district, have worked alongside Spectrum 

Health CIC to co-produce a health-related board game. 

Pupils from a number of academies worked in groups to come up with ideas for the game, based on the health and social 

consequences of alcohol misuse. Over a five-week period, pupils created their own games, modifying and then playing 

the games to see if they worked. 

Ideas were collated and used to create a monopoly style game with consequences ranging from health and social issues 

to financial implications. It also has discussion topics which work well in a classroom environment or when playing with 

peer groups or families.

Funding for the project was made available through Wakefield Safer Together Partnership.

A game for the future



Well-being support for the family

A public health England and NHS site to 

help people take simple steps to look after 

their mental health, improve their mental 

wellbeing and support others.

Every Mind Matters

Free and confidential live chat (various 

times, morning to evening) with a parenting 

coach to offer information, advice and 

guidance regarding family life, caring for 

children or managing parental wellbeing.

Action for Children

Emotional support and parental guidance 

to address complex family pressures and 

issues via telephone, text, web chat or 

email. Long term and short-term support 

available 9am to 9pm Monday to Friday.

Family Action

Classroom/small group-based parenting 

support from Early Years to Teenagers.

Wakefield Adult 

Education parenting groups

A new West Yorkshire based overnight 

listening service for children, young people, 

and their parents/carers experiencing mental 

health; call, text or chat.

Night Owls

Offers support for people aged 18+ years who 

are facing non-clinical challenges such as; 

bereavement, aids & adaptations, education, 

assistive technology, mobility, social isolation, 

lifestyle advice, loneliness, long term 

conditions, home support, personal safety, 

mental health, housing finances and 

employment advocacy services.

Live Well Wakefield

National mentoring service providing 

6 weekly sessions of online/virtual 

emotional support for parents/carers

of children with additional needs who 

are on the pathway to diagnosis or 

have received one in the last year. 

(Current 14 week wait for allocation 

of a mentor however initial contact is 

made within 2 days and screened).

SCOPE Navigate –

emotional support for

parents



Online resources for parents and carers

Free support and advice for adults 

concerned about the safety or well-

being of a child.

0808 800 5000

nspcc.org.uk

NSPCC

Free online safety support 

and tech advice.

0808 800 5002

nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety

O2 & NSPCC

Free, professional, non-judgmental 

support and advice.

0808 800 2222

familylives.org.uk

Family Lives

Childnet International has put together a great resource sheet for parents and carers, full of useful websites and information to 

help you keep your child safe online. It features places to go for advice, including the below…

Providing help and 

support for under 18s.

0800 11 11

childline.org.uk

Childline

Providing help and support 

for 13–25 year olds.

0808 808 4994

themix.org.uk

The Mix

And for 

children…

Practical advice on key 

topics such as screen 

time, cyberbullying and 

gaming.

childnet.com/parents-

hot-topics

Childnet

International

Free online magazine, 

resources and articles 

on online issues.

vodafone.co.uk/digit

alparenting

Digital Parenting

More specific

advice… Advice and online guides 

about gaming and PEGI 

age ratings.

askaboutgames.com

Ask About Games

Information about paid for 

services such as premium rate 

numbers and in-app purchases. 

phonebrain.org.uk

Phone Brain

Find out which sites are legal for 

streaming and downloading 

films, music & games. 

getitrightfromagenuinesite.org

Get It Right From

A Genuine Site




